CONCLUSION
One obvious conclusion from our examination of the relatior family violence and delinquent or criminal behavior is that tion to the relationship is warranted. An equally obvious com our current knowledge is not sufficient to generate specific mendations.
In order to devise more effective treatment programs, we more, for example, about the different effects of the diffe violence. We also need to know more about the reaction kinds of victims of violence (spouses, children, siblings, an the "modeling aggression" hypothesis is correct, interventk pointed toward parents and their use of authority. If a m delinquency is a disjunction between norms and rules ! violence that are learned in the home and different nori followed at school, more attention should be paid to progi designed to help a child deal with this disjunction. If the prii the violent home is personality dysfunction, perhaps traditic should be adapted to deal with children from violent home
A child in a violent home becomes part of a system of rules of behavior in that family legitimize violent response the child learns these rules and consequently learns how to i various interactions that occur. At any point in time any par system can set off a chain of interaction that both results ir maintains the system of violence. Several questions occur. Is violence closed or open? Are there ways to manipulate the teraction such that behavioral outcomes can be systematical! the system is learned behavior, do the participants see] systems of interaction outside the family? If the system of \ family is open to manipulation, must the intervention be in 1 ting itself?
Research on such questions will have a considerable j development of knowledge and rational policy concerning th predelinquent and delinquent children. To this end, it is ii both theoretical and programmatic problems be explorec issues include (1) the complexities of the linkage between experiences and subsequent delinquent or criminal behavio: in which behaviors are transferred from the family to othe the processes of violent interaction, and how they are learn tained; and (4) the effects on personal and social developm kinds of violence within families. Issues that are more dire matic include (1) ways of identifying problem situations inlem. The range from a volatile, noisy, iolently aggressive and loving Puerto Rican family to an orderly, quietly nannered, inner-directed WASP family is very wide.
